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' BEHIND THE SCENES WITH BERNHARDT
Essays in Cnmcg—;;(r'f.ragcd.y S“cen by
Only a Limited Audience.
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It is the fivat Bovahardt performance. |

All of fas'ionable Trench New York is !

crowding in'» the theatre, and a HSUN re-

porter and ariist are waiting to he escorted
behind the scenes to interview Mme. Bern-
hardt.

Mr, Sullivan, press representativa for |
Mne. Bernbardt, leads the way falteringly,
and only after whispered colloguies with
other employees, e explains his hesi- |
tation in variouse wuys, and ends by ad-
vising the to montion his name
if they “are thrown ont.”’

In the stiate of mind natural

Visitars

uter this

picce of advice, the visitors plunge through |
a door into the cold air, wailk across a frail
iron grating, nnd pushiing throuagh another

door are suddenly thrust into a m e of |

conficling temperamoent «

Hardly has a footho'd been found in the
narrow enfrance when o tiery evel, square
headed, museuli onl Wopersonage
advances threateningly. He is ealicd Mon
gieur Pierre by members of the company,
and & sald to he the stage director. He
really s “it." His pathway from  the
cenire of the darkened stage, whera the

gets rid of them in short order.

There are a half dazen supernumerary
girls who for the sake of hearing the Divine
Sarah have hired themselves for the pro-
ductions.  Love of art is responsible for
this—art and art alone. They have not
even rehearsed, and their mental perturba-
tion is keen,

“Of course, T don't suppose anybody'll
notice me,"” says one, “when Sarah's on,
but T would like to know at least whether
I'm to appear in the third or fifth act.”

'To them Monsgieur Plerre!

Thers is o dressing room up aloft, far, far
from the madding crowd and the mad-
dening, magnetic Sarah, To that they
ave hidden to hie themselves,

place that had known him knows him no

| and
{fire escapes and dropping from the iy

gallery

[f they want to see Mme. Bernhardt there ‘

are $3 seats for them. 1If they are part
of the coming spectacle they must get
out until =uch time as they may be needed.

I'hey o, leaving a wave of recriminating
satnd,
“Well! we were fools!™ “Never again!" *I
told you so!™ “Not a cent of money!" “Hot,
room!"™ “I told you so!"
frog eaters, all of um."

stiffy

THE LIGHT THAT FAILED

—

TO PLEASE MADAME.

Jast bits of still life are beinzx placed, is |
marked h\}' the devastation of a tornado,

There is one pretty, dark eved girlh who
wants to write ghont rmhardt. She
talking Park row French fo a cartoonist, !
who seems to understand her,
hysterically, afior the passing of DPierra,
and explains that she has boen aceused of
playing with the truth in a «!
Her explanations regarding her
are treated with sniits and soeors,

Then M Pierre spot=a light comnplox’oned
soubrette. Why does she cinnboer tha earth ? ]
Rhe attempts to expliain, hot =he might as
well attemp! to explain taa tidal wave.,

He dounles himseif into prizeflghter
knots and pounds the air. She
to remove hersolf
from a high crescendo 1o th
depths of sound. She isordered to dross,
not but she is dressed, bt M, Pierre must
say something and that is as good as any-
thing el-e.

She disappears. Then he falls upon
half a doven male supes and with prods
of the elbows and pushes with the shoulders

12

She weeps |

ameless way

Presenee

is aorlered
thai

utterinoest

L aceonts range

|

YOUNG WOMEN OF 60 AND MORE

GRAY HAIRED,

To nt\

BUT STILL ABLE
DG AULTOS.

A Sight Getting More Common [yery
PDay- It Demoensirates Among Giher
Talngs the Improvement tn Foaminine

Nerves In the Tast Few  Years, {
*When talking about women who drive |
automobiles wo say () years yooue, not

60 years oll.” remari of a
bhig garage.

His attention had been called to tie largs

1 the manig: e

mumber of elderly women with gray hanre,

and other elderly women who don’t permit
their hair to get gray, thar are now seen
running big automobiles, spmotimes all
alone, in the crowded city streota as well
ae out of town 1

“The fact that the automobile is fast
making a conquest of elderly women
proves that the machine hes about reached
the height of popularity,” Le added.

“Nothing of the sort!™ put in a profes-
pional chauffeur, who has conciod a good |
many women. “The antomobile has not
got anywhere near the height of its popu-
larity yet.

“The multiplication women
chauffeurs proves simply growing,
or rather the enduring youthfulness of the
modern woman., Had the automobhile come
LR S O LTy VeaTs
ago, it is a chance whather women past 50 |
would have dream ] of aporating one,

“A woman of looked clderly then, |
To-day a woman at that age doesn't look it, |
or if she does Inok it, s he doesn't aot it [

“She ie not exnected to act or dres« differ-
ently from her daughters. Shemay be as
giddy as she pleasss—if runuing a motor
car can be called giddy |

“By the way, a big Parhard p
St. Nicholas avenue the other ¢
by a woman with gray huair. There was a
man who did not ook i
shauffeur, and throe women belind, |

"o going to tae Harvard-Yale foot- |
hall game | raced over (uite a streteh of
road with a Pope cor run by a middle-
aged woman—a woman rather who looked
middie azed, but mav have beena lot older,
Evidentls she was toking a party ol three |
young men to the game, and the way that |
car was handled by her wonld have done |
eradit to a profescional chauflfeur,

“Not long ago 1 wis engaced to give
Jeskons to the wife of the owner of a four
ovlinder car which is stored with us, She
bad gray hair and probably was overidifty,

“She had a well set vp iz re, thongh, and
of coure rhe wan wa like any of the
young women who here, 1T fobnd
that her ambition was to learn to gperate |
the big machine her husband had bought, !
and she didn'c liko it much when I made her |
begin by handling a smaller one,

of elderly
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di
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The inevitahle young man of the helpful
order has preceded the entrée of Pierre.
He has sharpened slate pencils; he has in-
terpreted between members of tha French
company and the American supes; he has
displayed a knowledge of the theatre which
bespeaks the experience of a veteran,

Oun him next descends the wrath. Who
i= ho, anyway, and how dare he be that
particular person, whoever that may be? In
Franco-American he esplains that he he
carries a spear in the last act, and how
dare

What happens to him is vague. [t might
have been a trapdoor, or just a solar plexus,

“Before 1 had been out with her a half-
i T found she had nerves as
a church and showed no sign of
losing har head when purposely 1 chose
one of b most congested thoroughfares,
I belisve that she is now allowed to control
the lever of her husband’s machine when
he or his chauffeur is along, and [ hope she
will rest snti:fied with that,

Hav,

i on

steady a

There is no age limit for the feminine
wnffenr,” rail a seller of autos. “I sit
here and watch women skimming up Broad-
way in all rorts and gizes of machines, and
I have noticed of late that the proportion
of the middie aged and elderly is a good
deal bigger than it esad to he,

“Nhen the auto first came into fashion in
this part of l’:o:-mmlr)‘ it was young women
only who rshied to take lessons. At Neow-

| port, atone time, there were ar nany young

girls as there were yonng married women
tearing around in a dozen and one different
varieties of autos, but an elderly woman
running an auto was seldom or never seen,
and rhat was only half a dozen years ago,
“Now there i< no age lunit.  There is no
rearon why there should be an age limit.
Any woman with healthy nerves and not
given to losing bher head can run an auto,

whether she is 18 or 60. If her nerves
e uneertain—well, she would better let
antos alone,

“Strange (o say, degpite ail this talk ahout
the strenuous life the un to date New York

sereranpaer Apvess b b hire e bas wdiverd G bt theaty
which I |

has stronger |

the average elderly woman
mean a womanapproaching 6

hy

One can distinguish more agony. |

“They're |

more

Pierre breathes and turns his attention
toTHE SUN visitors. T SuN visitors have
learned wisdom by A gainst
his hectic vocabulary they say meekly in

experience,

chorus: “Je ne comprencds pas'” .
Pierre duances before them. Tufts of
white hair fall about like a stage snow

“You understar¢d enough to stay
No one could

atorm.
where you are not wanted!
understand better than that!”

There are two of the visitors and one of |

him, and against the repeated, “Je ne
comprends pas” his syllables fall like pop-
corn on a sanded floor

There may he those who still doubt the
efficeey of the Gaelic language revival
If they could have witnessed the power
of the magic name of Sullivan at this erisjs!

Monsienr Pierre subsides.  Why did not
somebady, why did not everybody say
“Suilivan® before? He was in a mood, and
all he wanted was that

Through trapdoors, from behind chairs
underneath  benches, down spiral

(g $151.)

the dispersed '

back

come

AN IMPRESSION.

supes, masculine and feminine, nms and

spear carriers, soldiers and sisters, ladies of
the court and monks, reporters and artists,
all those who wept and wailed and had
teeth gnashed at them.

Pierre is a lamb with tempered wind.
He find seats for the abused. One even
har the chair of the Divine Sarah for the
nonce out of commission. He pats spear
carriere on the back. He explainsg how
desolated it has made him to seem a leatle
gerious. It is necessary. If madame should
find her way blocked by just plain people,
what might happen? What might not?

He shows THE SUN visitors how by opening |
a small window in the scenory they can sea
|

every motion of the divine one.

It ie all very amusing, very tempestuous,
very Gallie. Aftar the storm of emotions
there is a breathing space, and then comes
the second hurricane.

It comes in the person of the divine one,

who advances to make her initial entrance, |

closaly guarded by maid< and members of
the company, the stage carpenter bringing
up the rear in company with a
Toledo blade

Something is wrong with the spot light
and a flood of French eloguence falls nupon
the ear It French of the good ald
classic order. It is Fiench which runs the
full gamnt of wrath and invective, and there
is not a man or woman who does not agree
with her

She holdes out rigidly her arm, and on its

is

surface, spanned by a sextet of gorgeous

No woman,
wild undertake to run a four eylin- |
der ear a'one, T don't care how nervy she |

I ehine hefore

| and after taking a

| BOONEr

wornen proving deficient in nerve and heing i
lod

more apt tp lose their heads at a eritical mo-
ment it is exactly the reversoe,
“It 18 the older women, I find, who take

the most trouble to understand the ma-
chinery, to learn to doctor it when the
need comes up. Younger women are
more mmﬂ-vm-({ about knowing how to
make the thing scoot, about making a !
brilliant appearance when occupying the

slace of chauffeur, than about understand-
ing the working apparatus, the mechanism
of the car. To illuxirate;

“*If such and such an accident should

plimed |

happen to your tires or to the steering gear, |

or to the brakes, you mus=t immediately |
do thus and =0 and it i alvays well care« |
fully to scrumi v evary pari of the ma-

1 atart off an it 1 told a
young lady wh) had just reccived a very
pretty little automobile from her father,
W lessons wis prengar-

Lol

ing to run it hoeree!f

“*0Oh, yes. Thank you. But nothing will
happen,” was Ler answer

“And with a careless nod she got into the
thing and wa= off to take a frierd for a
drive. She paid no attention at all to iy
instructions, showad not 1
tention of remembering them- nor  will
&he until her machine comes to grief. The
that happens the hetter for hor-
self and her friends.

“As a contrast io this case [ have a eus-
tomer of 50 or older who also owns a medium
sized auto, which is kept stored here. From
the start this woman's chief anxiety was

| to understand the machine

norves than women of the same age had a |

half centiry ago.  And as between a woman
of 20and one of 39 or oider, I will wager ten
chances to one that the latter ia safer in the
rote of chauffeur,”

“How do you make that out,” the dealer
was asked

“Wall, the case is something like this.
i S30038 is not always courage, and it
never meaus caution, and 1t takes
courage and caution to run an anto in New
York. Young folks have more rockiessnoess
than older folks; the latter have more cau-
tion than rocklessnoess,

“If Gen.Sherman had been an older man
perhaps he would never have made that
famous march to the sea. In Wall Streot
it is more often the young than the older
men who plunge and take the biggest
chanees,

'L ools rush in where angels fear to tread,’
is an adage which sizes up pretty well the
automobile situation where women are con-
cornad, and the biggest fools - not meaning
to be the least bit uncomplimentary - are
among very young women. I have known
young persons who the second trip out pro-
posed . going down Fifth avenue at top
specd, and were disgusted because their
tonchor insisted on staying in a less busy
thoroughfare.

“And, a4 o rale, women of this type, when

an accidont doss happen, lose their heads |

commpletely.  Of courke, 1 don't mean that

all young women are reckless or deficient in
nerve,

“From the standpoint of nerve and cour-
age then, there is no reason why elderly
women should not drive aytomobiles?”

“*None whm.mor. Instead of the older

\

both |

“With a book of direciions in her hand
she at first studind it insido, ontside and
underneath and tiren askod for instructions
ro that &ne eonld elean and oil it hersolf,
She was not satiied until shae could i
Jdown under the machine and do the work
ol a regular chaulijenr,

“We have anotner middle aged customer,
a relative of a bichop, who does the same
thing, In the (ir<t case the woman was
extremely cautious -almost too cautions

the =lightest in- |

| the tarm now owned by U n

{

about venturing into crowds, bul now she |

is one of the mos
chautfeurs [ know

“There are hundreds of women, young
and old, lacking sufficient nerve to run an
anto, and among the best women chaufieurs
It is not the vounger women who deserve
the most medals.”

A fashionable woman, a great-grand-
mother, when asked if, in her opinion, the

accomphshed woman

nerves of the middle aged society women |

of to-day were stronger than the nerves of
their predecessors of a half century ago,
had no convincing answer to give.

“That question puzzles me,” she «nid
“U'ndoubtedly with every generation the
woman of 50 gots younger and younger
in appearance. In dress, speech, manners,
amusements, she is now practically a copy
of a woman bkalf her age. o

“She manages to hold on to her rigura
and complexion, and milliners, dressmokers,
hair dreassers, make no distinetion between
her and her daughter,
modern woman of 50 seems (o feel young
as well as look young. No curfew
knitting by the cliimney corner for her!

“At the same time there has never been
a period, it seems to me, when so much
was hér-d about nervous prostration.

What is more, the |

and |

Why, when 1 was young the disease was |

almost unknown n those days it wasn't
customary to take long trips away from
home (wo or three times a year for one's
nerves.

“But now the almost universal complaint
of fashionable woraen is that they are so
nervous. And to ve them.

| a

WHEN THE CURTAIN

FALLS: “ALLEZ, ALLEZ!"

bracelets, a ghastly blue light that wonld
make an infant look if in its second
childhood plays in freckling glee.  No
wonder that she does not want to face her

s

'//‘

N

WAITING FOR CUFESR.
first night audienes in that glare, Tt is
clowly remediod hy an electrical expert.
Throngh the tiny window the house is
seen, waiting patiently, but as if one should
say: “All this delay is but one of the tricks |
that vou are mistress of."  Little do the

spectitors know that the emotional seene

Considering the perpetual motion existence

fashionable woman, |

by the av L
I thought it perfectly consictant that she |
should bave nervous prostration sooner l

or later or Ly fits and <tarts

“1 have ehanged my mind. Now when
wornan ll'“- me ]il’ll =0 1"'1‘\'“”-‘".‘ l" ;
then jumps into an automobile and heads it
toward Fifth avenue or Broadway I conchide
there is littla or nothing the matter with
the twentioth century woman's nerves,”

STURDY

WOMAN FARVER.
Ruccess of Miss Predertel, Who Was Onee

In Charge of Scnator loox's Daley, f

Val ! g rarrespondence nfthe | delpina |
Surrounding this hi<torie gropgnd there are
many fine fapms, poted for their fortihity, and
some of them i s for tion  with |
H hronary dojpos I hepos st one that i
Known all over ilns Latore Ineality not alone
forits fortility bt tar the fact rhat its mana-
gerisa woman farmer, | W [rederick !
Miss Frode is "4 yvears old, a strong
adheront of President Roos theory of |

strennosity and perh

farmer in the St

for one of the gentler
Her experiene:

experienee nnigun

the foremaost woman ’
VA l

farmer hegan on
tod States Senntor |

airs

| I It Fhree yvonrs ago, while the |
Senator condueted a poied dairy far, she |
Wepan ac a milkmadd for lane So o well did
shiee do her waork that b was soon  given |
charge of the dairy piart o the Senator's |
fari \ venr g the =epator decided to
abandon the dairy, however, and this decision |
leit Maiss Frederick without o position |
Hpxioe enioy ot RO perienee. Shp, |
ROON canie to the nelusion that she would |

have her own dairy on the fari of her fatler, |
a well known practising piiccician, Hardly
had a mwonth passed betore <qe ad collected
aftne herd of cows, four ool horses, a num- |
her of h 200 head of po ..) voand the neers-
wary farmimg implemoents
Two weeks later Miss Frederick appeared on
the of Chester county towna with |
an up to date delivery. wagon and her ledeer |
soon showed that <she was serving over 100
of the who re<ided in the
towus of Berwyi, Devon, Paoli, Port Renmedy

Rironts

hest custoners,

aticd Valiey Forge

Miss  Fredorick started this dairy farm
vory modestly AU st she did most of the
work umassisted. She used oven o curry

the horses and help to thresh her grain, and to
rollow the plough or drive the horses attached
1o a self<binder ne urrenee (o
her.  She the il on o rainy day
and threshed rye m the wood old way to wet l
stracy for the binding of fodder in the fall,

Her duiry cows are wostly Alderneys and §
Guernseys, and oy ory has a good milking |
record.  She has a systematio idea about all |
her work, whi 1 beging at o |
AL ML, when she aris 8 the haruvss |
an lier horse, loads gon and is |
soon ready 5o her Fhve roure

Wias rre o |
aiten taol

ot

h s

chines
L thr
r deliver
duliy 10

Ty
|

covers a distnace ol aboat thicty =flve miies,
which sivr coverz by 11 A M et

cheese ten dovep egrgs, thirty poand

ter and lots dresaed pouitry have also been
disposed of #long the rout.

Miss irederick owny seven horses, overy 1
one broken to hariness by her. She is a perfect
horse trainer and wants to see the first horse |
or colt that she cannot break 1o harness or
saddle.  As her daily trips are largely before
dawn she always proteots herself by carrying
& revolver,
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| recognize at a glance the w

i glide along, at the Chir
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of the evening s taking place then behind
the scene, The word “tigress” is worked
overtime by the admiring witnesses of
Mme. Bernhardt's fury.

whan they go ‘cross lots to drink tea with

a neighbor, tha kind that country relatives

sond to the dweller= in steam heated flats,
Ovoer the spanglel gown, the wondrous

! nanklaeas againat tha loose falling {resses

and the coronet, it spems incongruous and
;mlh:-!:f- I"or the first time you are con=
scions of the woman--not the artist.

It is that toueh of humanity which at-
tracts the crowd in tha wings who little
by little encroach on the gpaca about her.
l'-hny acem to think that all of Pierra's
fears wore groundless,

To her the people in the wings are as
much her audience as the boxes. She

| reaches out with indefinable oharm and
| holds them, not across the footlights in

L y i T T 9 b o T TR T i T B AT o ; e D v v ” {8 At o i
N > R ¥ ¢
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d [t was effective, whatever it was, and the | spinsters of the Mary Wilking order wear th?t:—ne\'?n?:;ai'; tc;w r‘::lnr:e Bﬂrn(;m{;:‘;:!:i"l:ir

i without prefix heard.

“But sha's a wonder,” says one, ap old
man whose eyes have seen many cimerg
and falling stars,

“I got as closa as I am to you"—and ty,

elbows touch—says another, “and 1 gieg
you my word her face's like a haby 4 ty,,
year-olds."”

“I can't understand a word sha gypan

ejaculates a coworker in doublet and }ne,
“It all sounds like 850 much monkey 4y
the way two Italians quarrel over 4 njoje) .
but it's enough to sea her and hear t)44
voice. I thought Terry could move yvop
heartstrings, but this is  differont sipa.
way." )

And a setout person wearing a red skt op

-
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“LA SORCIERE.”

This début has been o quick that befora | the carefully prepared stage perspective,

one has waked to it it i~ all over. There

hut almost face to face in the cruel search-

is an impression of spangled drapery, of | light that bedts down ahout and around

a whirl of emotions, of a mobile face, of
aquamarine eyes. And there is the voir
d'or, which after all is what you remember
best and longest,

Later, there are pictures of her that re-
turn. There is ona of her when ghe gits

|

{

her.

The supes, eapecially those who are
serving without pay, make the most of their
opportunity, They are not praising un-
duly, for the stage has few illusions and to
be hypercritical marks the expert.

THE FRENCH MANAGER.

at the entrance of the stage in a chair of

| state with half & dozen of her people gath-

ered about her. She hason oneof the many
littla erocheted shawls which are found
waiting for her at each and every exit and
entrance.

They give a pathetio touch to her—thosa
game lunettes of worsted, a very human
touch; they are the kind that Now England

SHOPPERS IN  CHINATOWN.

WOMIN FROM UPTOWwWSN HUNT
BARGAINS FOR CHRISIM AN,

Curtos From the EFast to Be Had at Res
dueed Prices, With a Certain Amonnt
of Excliement Thrown In Other @dd
Shops That Yomen Seek Just Now,
Chinatown has been invaded hy Christ-
mas =hopners from uptown this yvoar.,  Its
unus=nal popularity in this respect is duoe,
| one husband asserts, to the dinroal trips of
the deep-sea-going mbberenees coachos
At any rate conductors on elevated and
surface cars have got w0 that thay can

oman shopper

who i3 ont on a hunt for Chinatown bar-

gains, and generally anticipate the qies-

tion, nervously put, “Can you tell us how
to get to Chinatown?"  Policomen in tho
Chinatown district Know  the symptoms,

too, and when they see a bunch of women

I they alwavs go in bunches to Chinatown

in the
Doyers

it soems eafer stop irresolutely
neighborbood of Mott, Pell
atreot they hurry to the rescue, .

“You want to know the way to China-
town?" they say. “No? Yes? Just walk
down one Llock and turn to the
thore you are.”

A look of ralief spreads ovaer
tenances of the wo LLfand thny o
kezping close together, with half an eye
lingering on doorways, fearful lest some
vengeful Hip Sing Tong or Leo Ong Tong
shall suddenly loom forth brandishing a
gun or a kuife, or that the evil eye of soma
opium fiend shall mesmerize and draw
them, against their will, into one of thosn
curious, dirty, ill-=melling shops that aro
little more than holes in tha.wall and are
filled with Chinese vegetables, dried f{ich,
tea, china, scratchers and
Rlippers.

SSueh Moo, isn't it?" giggled one voung
thing who had never been out of the beaten
track of shopping trovel via Twenty-third
streat, Sixth avenue and Broadway.

“Don't laugh,” commanded the prim one
of the party. “Some one might X to
us.” And thus reprimanded, according to
the rules of Fifth avenue propriety, tho
party wended their way into the heart of
the Chinatown shopping district,

They are a little bit awed by the
familiar aspect of the stpeet,  Thoy
the flisot I Celestils

or

the coun-

hack

un-
slare
f

at silent,

\ l--H'I,:ny < 1n u’m)r.

[ ways, who curions!lv rogard th till, to
v them, unusual sight of American women
come to Chinatown to s=hoj

Then there are grave faced Chinese |
with long queues hanging down their backs,
or possibly a small scion of a Chinese father
and an American mother, stalking along
to school, swinging his hooks much after

the faujion of his white brothers. Besides

W,

!
|
!
|
|

knee length, a tasselled cap and a stripsd
blouse says in awestruck accents, thé
obvious, wmninﬁ factory criticism;

“Isn't she well presérved?”

Whether conscious or not of this close a

hand ecriticism, ghe ie conscious of the ade'

miration not too uuhll{ expressed, Sha
throws a glance full of humor and under-
standing at the motley crowd now and.
again as she rouges her nails and poirs
some green liquid into the eyes—that green
liquid is a mystery in itself; is it responsibla
for their sea green color?

There is no tigress about her now. Thera;
have been curtain calls unnumbered and
violent hisses when sgome too ardent ad-
mirer has attempted applause at the wrong
moment and cut ofl for a second the too rura
tones. A few red roses have managed in
spite of hard and fast rules to scrambla
over the footlights.

From platform te gky line there is not a
gap visible in the auditorium, and the inda-

nable gpirit of hostility which marks (ha
average first night is absent. It would
take a more exacting person than tha
divine one to be on edge with her circum-
stances.

After all it was a mistake, that first im-
pression; she is really only a lamb mas-
querading. This bland, smiling, human
person you are sure iz the real Sarah. You
will believe it in spite of the opening episode,

The stage carpenter becomes quitemelan-
choly at the end of the great act of “Tha
Sorceress.”

“Ain't Sarah going to make a speech?*
he inquires. Then he excuses her. *
don’t suppose it would do to make a speech
in that talk, but I should think a woman
as bright as she is could learn English. "
Then he goes on sawing.

Once an impression i gained of the worl-
woman. There is a bit of scenery badly
propped. Nobody has noticed it and it
may mean a serious accident. As soon as
Mme. Bernhardt crosses from her dressing
room, she sees it, points it out and standa
at attention until it is remedied.

And in the dressing room she holds the
hands of a young American actress, a friend
andﬁrotégée, and says softly:

“This is my ewan song."”

And you are glad to have been therej
amid the toppling scenery and the unres
hearsed supes, with crusty old Pierre and
the ardent stage carpenter, there amid

the dust and the débris which the diving'

one shares with you at odd minutes!

|
| these the streets are only trodden by the

|
1

right and

)
|
| bargain hunters, and ruome two dozen in
dull green hoxes, the color of the jade,
are wrapped up as the first purchase of the
day.

\"?.:,yl o you like these?” urges John with
req

lading’ |

\
who
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invading hordes of women and the police=
nien who stand sentinel on every corner,
and there are plenty of corners in China-
town. T'o the policemen the shops are an
old story, and they smile patronizingly on
the eager women who are visiting each
shop that looks at all promising.

Toenter the shops one has almost always
to go down a few steps. First of all in point
of interest there is the (‘hinese tailor shop,
run by native tailors, where men's coats
and and women's kimonos are
made to order, just the same as in the
Sombre black for
every day and brighter colored stuffs from
the Orient for hest js the rule,

One =ide of the shop is given over to the
tailoring establishment, where two (‘hinese
boyvs, weiaring their soft felt hata, sit runnimz
two American machines with the greatest
ease and rapidity.  ‘I'wo more Chinese boys,
older and quite wrinkled, are cutting the
garments out, an easy task, nwing to the
gimy licity of the style, while two other
yvoung Chinese are pulling basting threads
from some gorgeous lavender kimonos,
for rome of the native women, probably,

They all evince considerable euriosity on
the entrance of the visitors and jabber to
ote another in an interesting fashion, but
unsmilingly, doubtless making personal
remari

{rousers

smarter establisliments

i= about their appearance or dress. |

A Chinesa boy sters unp, taking off his hat, |

American fushion, and saying, “Anything
vou want " in very good English

being paviicularly prenossessing in appear-
advea, heds andable, taking down his wares
wit erfect willingness

Jade bracelets are the prize over which
one of the shoppers gloats,

“How much?” she asks.

“Six cents,” reyg lies the boy

“Six cents!" the women all echo in con-

cert. “but they're not real jade?"—an
afterthonght

“No." smiles John Chinaman, “but these
are jade, Two dollar and half."

But the imitation  find favor with the !

Anerican persuasiveness, holding up
neck charms, “Bring you good
hcent.”
Teapots and cosics next attract attention
and they go off like hot cakes at 50 (‘L\!llr:
apiece. ‘lhose are real bargains, and the
shoppers know it

A coar-e bhut tightly twisted straw bas-
ket, lined and paddsd with turkey red
ind covered with a thickly pajdded t()p'
held within its cosey depths a teapot of odd
gray stoneware, plan, but L'(u)({ style and
of camfortable size, and all for half a dollar,
Another bar

Finor cos
to bhe had at
Chinesoe plates wore b
tp, according to the size, and Canton china
tor a songy. One woman, wife of an artist
seeiired some charming pioces for their
stidio quarters, and at prices fully half of
what wourld b paid vptown. .

Somea of the shopkeepers are beginning to
realize that American women offer a chanca
for extra profit, and so tack on an addition
to the price, hut such tactics do not succeed
very well, for the New York woman is apt

icher decoration were
or 8% each. [teal
itfor from 8scents
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to know what is a bargain and what is not,

One big importing house, the largest in
the district, is overrun with Christmas
business and is in sharp contrast to tha
guiet, relgninghm some of the small shops,

ozens of Chinese I)(?'n are scampering
about, yelling over the heads of their cus«
tomers in shrill voices, making sales quickiyy
giving prices and doing up goods with ag
great ease and dexterity asany of the bundle
clerks in the uptown shops.

Among the choice bargains heing snapped
up at fully 20 per cent. less than the pr{;s‘
elsewhere are Oriental embroideries, drapers
ies, kimonos, table linen, lanterns, ivory
carvings and curios, priests' rohes for decos
rative purposes, articles in sandal wood;
lnw“wr and teak wood and bronzes

This bargain hunting, attractive as it is;
isn't all there is to Chinatown for the woman
shopper from uptown, for, when all tha
curious little shops have been duly in-
spected and purchases made, the next inie
portant thing is to visit a Chinese restau-
rant.

A pretty full day may be put in in tha
Chinese district alone, but many women
do not consider the trip complete without
visiting some of the copper and brass an-
tique shops kept by Russians in the vic v
of Canal, Grand and Allen streets,
stunning samovars, quaint bits of ham-
mered brass, &o., can be picked up at pri s
comparatively low,

Next in point of interest are the Syran
shopr on the West Side, in the neighbor!iool

of Rector, Washington and Greenwich
streets.  Unprepossessing from the e
terior, they are full of surprises, Odd 113
; of Syrian embroidery are to he found

comparatively low prices, together wh

Without |

embroidered linens and shirt
rials, hand made laces of chamming. .de-.gn
and quality,” artistic draperies and :
served fruits and candies, all of wiich £ 0m
unusual Christmas gifts.

SAVE YOUR DIMES AND (F\IS,

If Yon Do, You Will Be Able to Afford an
Oceastonal Rainy Day.

*T can afford an occasional
once in a while now,” said a young 10
who doesn't worry over living hevor |5
means, “and the reason is that 1 save o v
dimes and cents. Whenever [ got
or a cent in change, 1 keep it and every
I dump the day's accumulations into
box,

“About once a month T gather
harvest and have it changed int
You may not believe it, hut the 1
receipts frequently run over 825
gone as high as £35,

“The raving comes casily and toe
seems all out of proportion, (n !
keep steadily at it, however, to
results, for there i< a continual ten
to spend your small change and
borrow from the hank in cases of i
emargency,

“Sometimes it seems hard to
the rule. One day, with one o
in my pocket and pay day |
hours away, 1 got on a troiley
handed the conductor the dollar
fervent hope, which in fairness |
express, that he'd make the chuns
out any dimes. When he handed ¢
dimes and a nickel it was a sho L
it's a good soheme, nevertheless.”

waist mates
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